[Chest CT: spectrum of normal findings].
A fundamental issue in the interpretation of chest CT lies in the ability to determine normality. Technical advances have resulted in an increasing number of submillimeter sections which in turn has resulted in the identification of a large number of minor abnormalities with no significant pathophysiological consequence. These images should be properly interpreted in order to avoid unnecessary follow-up examinations and radiation exposure. Often they are due to respiratory or cardiac motion artifacts. Others are explained by aging, anatomic variants, physiological phenomenon or tobacco use. These borderline imaging features detected on chest CT are described according to the main anatomical compartments of the thorax: lung and vessels, airways, pleura and chest wall, mediastinum and heart.